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Corn Canners Urged to Report Promptly 
Statistics on the 1929 canned corn pack will be collected by 
the Census Bureau, which will soon send to all corn canners the 
schedules on which to report their packs. Prompt return of 
these schedules will insure that the figures will be issued earlier 


than last year. 

Corn canners are urged to cooperate with the Census Bu- 
reau so that the Bureau's first canvass will be complete, thus 
making it unnecessary to get out a second request. 

The canning industry wants the statistics on the total pack 
as soon as possible. The Census Bureau wants to issue them at 
the earliest possible date. With every corn canner reporting 
promptly, the job can be completed in a relatively short time. 


October General Crop Report 

September weather was favorable to crops in most parts of 
the country, according to the October crop report of the Depart- 
ment of Agriculture, and as a result crop prospects have im- 
proved about 2 per cent. The summer drouth which affected a 
wide strip from Michigan west and from New England to the 
Rio Grande appears, however, to have resulted in relatively low 
yields in many states, and when all crops are combined it now 
seems probable that yields per acre will average 7.4 per cent be- 
low yields last year and 4.1 per cent below yields during the 
previous 10 years. 

Apples.—Apple prospects declined during September and 
the October forecast of 141,000,000 bushels is 3.3 less than the 
September forecast, about 23 per cent less than the 1928 produc- 
tion and about the same amount below the average production 
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during the previous five years. The quality this year is below 
average due chiefly to damage from scab and scale in the east 
and worm injury in the west. 


The indicated commercial production of 28,500,000 barrels 
is about 3 per cent lower than the September forecast of 29,500,- 
000 barrels. The 1928 commercial crop was 35,300,000 barrels 
and the average during the previous five years was 32,500,000 
barrels. Small sizes and poor quality are causing apples to pack 
out below expectations. The total crop in the western boxed- 
apple states is now estimated to be 13,282,000 barrels compared 
with 16,811,000 barrels last year and 13,932,000 barrels the 
average production for the five years, 1923-1927. 

Beans.—Prospects for beans have improved, chiefly because 
of the very favorable outlook for pintos resulting from more lib- 
eral rainfall in the Southwest. Improvement is shown also in 
most other western states. In Michigan yields are running a 
little above expectations, which offsets frost damage in New 
York. For the country as a whole the yield is expected to aver- 
age 10.5 bushels which is a little below the average of recent 
years. A large acreage was planted, however, and the total pro- 
duction, estimated at 18,208,000 bushels, is more than a million 
bushels above the average crop of recent years and is above pro- 


duction in any previous year except in 1925. Last year's crop 
was 16,600,000 bushels. 


Pears.—The pear crop seems to have turned out about as 
expected earlier in the season, the total production being fore- 
cast at 20,358,000 bushels. The crop is light this year in most 
of the more important eastern states, and two-thirds of the total 
production is being harvested in the western states where the 
bearing acreage is steadily increasing. 

Sweet potatoes.—Sweet potato prospects improved slightly 
during September and the October forecast increased nearly 2 
per cent to 76,594,000 bushels. The indicated production, how- 
ever, is still slightly below the 1928 crop of 77,661,000 bushels, 


and the average of 78,045,000 bushels for the five years, 1923- 
1927. 


Seventeen Per Cent Increase in Snap Beans for Canning 

The production of snap beans for manufacture, as estimated 
by the Division of Crop and Livestock Estimates from canners’ 
reports on yield of the harvested crop, is 76,000 tons, compared 
with the forecast of 79,200 tons on August 15 and with 65,200 
tons estimated in 1928. The estimated increase of 17 per cent 
over last year’s production is due to the larger acreage grown 
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this season (estimated as one-fifth larger than in 1928); the 
yields per acre in most of the states being lower than those of a 
year ago, with the country as a whole averaging one-tenth of a 
ton below the yield of 1928 and the same as in 1927. 


Yield Prod 
1928 1929 1928 


Mississippi 
Arkansas 
Louisiana 
Colorado 
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76,000 


In 1927 the acreage was 28,920, the yield 1.6 tons per acre, 
and the production 46,000 tons. 


Labeling of Dried Black-eyed Peas 

The labeling of canned black-eyed peas prepared from dried 
peas should follow the same principle as that announced in the 
case of canned dry peas and lima beans (S. R. A. Chem. 28, 1923, 
item 389), according to advice received by the Association from 
the U. S. Food, Drug and Insecticide Administration. This posi- 
tion has been taken by the Administration after an investigation 
which showed that black-eyed peas are canned both in the succu- 
lent state and in the dried condition. 


Accordingly, canned dried black-eyed peas should be labeled 
“soaked dry black-eyed peas” or an equivalent expression. 


Ethylene Gas Treatment of Tomatoes 


Tomatoes that are allowed to stay on the vine until they 
are actually ripe are superior in vitamin content and food value 
to those picked green and then treated with ethylene gas to give 
the fruit the color that is characteristic of the ripe fruit, but the 
ethylene treatment apparently has no harmful effect on the 
vitamins already formed in the green fruit that is treated, says 
the Bureau of Chemistry and Soils, U. S. Department of Agri- 
culture, after experiments on the subject. 


The ethylene coloring process, discovered only recently, has 
been adopted so widely that a considerable portion of the lemons, 
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oranges, bananas, and tomatoes which are shipped from warmer 
to colder regions of the United States in advance of the local 
season are colored by means of it. The process makes possible 
a material lengthening of the time the fruit can be kept in stor- 
age or transit, and makes it possible for the consumers to get 
the fruit earlier than they could otherwise. 


The National Canners Association research laboratory has 
recently made a study of the effect of ethylene gas on tomatoes 
with a view to determining whether it may have some applica- 
tion to the canning of tomatoes. It has been reported in litera- 
ture that ethylene gas tends to ripen first the stem end of the 
tomato. Since tomatoes naturally tend to ripen on the blossom 
end first the possibility was considered that this gas applied 


to a partially ripened tomato might give a uniformly ripened 
tomato. 


The work done by the laboratory brought out the fact that 
ethylene gas has no appreciable effect on partially ripened toma- 
toes, but affects only those which are picked so green that they 
are not yet ready to turn color on the vine. Tomatoes that have 


shown any evidence of starting to turn color on the vine will, 
when picked, ripen just as rapidly without treatment with ethy- 
lene, as they will with treatment. It is apparent, therefore, that 
ethylene gas has no application to tomatoes intended for canning. 


Truck Crop Markets 

Tomato shipments required 920 cars for the week ended 
October 3, according to the U. S. Market News Service. Cali- 
fornia shipped 385, Indiana about 200, and Ohio and Utah 
around 100 each. 

Grapefruit movement totaled 390 cars, as against 160 a 
year ago, and movement of 1,270 cars of oranges was more than 
double the corresponding figures for 1928. 

Idaho was still the main source of fresh prunes, though 
total movement dropped to 300 cars. 

Shipments of potatoes again increased. The week's output 
from 19 leading late states was 7,315 cars, or 1,100 more than 
during the same period last season. Maine increased to 2,085, 
New York shipped 230, and the North Central states 2,650. In 
the West, Nebraska increased to about 500 cars for the week, 


but Colorado decreased to 625, while Idaho shipped 540, Wash- 
ington 250 and California 235. 


The very sudden let-up in the carlot movement of sweet po- 
tatoes helped to strengthen the market. Shipments dropped to 
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460 cars, compared with 890 a year ago. Eastern Shore of Vir- 
ginia was down to 180 cars and Louisiana shipped 75. 


Grape movement has passed its annual peak and the week's 
total decreased to 7,950 cars, of which about 7,000 came from 
California. Michigan increased to 420 and New York to 325 
cars, while Pennsylvania shipped 150. 


Movement of apples was increasing by leaps and bounds. 
In the Wenatchee-Okanogan district of Washington, about 20,000 
men and women were busily picking and packing the good-sized 
crop of later varieties of apples. Similar activity prevailed in 
other producing sections in all parts of the country. Shipments 
from the West were more than double those of the week before 
and totaled 3,175 cars, but movement from eastern and central 
states decreased temporarily to 2,945 cars. The week's total was 
6,120. Washington shipped 1,730, Idaho increased to 830, and 
Colorado forwarded 200 cars. The Virginias together decreased 
to 1,510 cars, while Michigan increased to 310, New York 
shipped 280, and Illinois 175. 


The active season for pears was beginning to decline. Ship- 
ments were only 1,150 cars, of which Washington furnished 395, 
Oregon, 240, California 165 and Colorado 160. The New York 
crop proved shorter than expected, and a considerable propor- 
tion of the Bartlett crop went to canneries. 


Combined shipments of 21 fruits and vegetables decreased 
to 31,555 cars, or 2,000 less than a year ago. 


CARLOT SHIPMENTS 


Sept. 80 Total this Total last Total 
Commodity Oct. 6 


Apples, total 
Eastern states 
Western states 

Cabbage 

Carrots: 

1980 season 
1929 season 

Cauliflower 

Cucumbers 

Green peas 

Mixed deciduous fruit .... 

Mixed vegetables 

Peaches 


String beans 
Tomatoes 


Business Conditions 
Commercial transactions during the week ended October 5, 
as indicated by the volume of checks presented to the banks for 
payment, were greater than in either the previous week or the 
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corresponding week of last year, according to the weekly state- 
ment of the Department of Commerce. 

Distribution of commodities through primary channels, as 
indicated by data on freight-car loadings covering the latest re- 
ported week, continued to show a gain over the corresponding 
period of last year. 

The general index of wholesale prices showed a further de- 
cline from the previous week and was almost 5 per cent lower 
than a year ago. 

Bank loans and discounts showed further expansion as com- 
pared with both the preceding week and the corresponding 
period of 1928. Interest rates on both time and call funds aver- 
aged lower than in the previous week but were higher than a 
year ago. 

Business failures were less numerous than in either the 
previous week or the same period of 1928. 


CAR LOADINGS 
Merchandise 
L. C. L. 


Total Micellaneous Other 
Week ended September 28 ...... 1,202,000 $55,724 275.461 442,885 
1,166,330 $71,084 271,004 423,002 
Corresponding week, 1028, ....... 1.106.556 270,568 445,778 
Corresponding week, 1927. ....... 1,126,702 be1.224 270,077 414,501 


Retail Trade in September 

Department store sales for September were 2 per cent 
larger than in the corresponding month a year ago, according to 
preliminary reports made to the Federal Reserve System by 529 
stores. Increases in total sales were reported by 224 stores and 
decreases by 305 stores. The change in sales varied consider- 
ably for different parts of the country, ranging from an increase 
of 6 per cent in the Kansas City Federal reserve district to a 
decrease of 5 per cent in the Minneapolis district. 


Canned Peaches Condemned on Account of Insect Damage 

The Federal government has seized more than 15,000 No. 2 
cans and ordered the issuance of libels for the immediate seizure 
of 33,240 No. 2 cans and 24,480 No. 214 cans of unpeeled pie 
peaches canned from infested fruit, according to an announce- 
ment of the Food, Drug, and Insecticide Administration. 

This detention is the result of a very complete inspection of 
canned peaches shipped interstate from a region mainly in Geor- 
gia, where the plum curculio was unusually abundant and de- 
structive last summer to the peach crop. 
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Debate Continued on Administrative Sections 


With the rejection of a Finance Committee amendment 
which would give manufacturers, wholesalers, and labor organi- 
zations the right to intervene in Customs Court cases involving 
appeals for reappraisements and protests against collectors’ de- 
cisions, the Senate on Tuesday completed its consideration of 
amendments proposed by the Committee to the special and ad- 
ministrative sections. Under the program for handling the tariff 
bill in the Senate, amendments to these sections proposed from 
the floor were then in order. 

The Senate on Monday restored to the tariff bill the existing 
law defining United States value as it is employed in the levying 
of import duties. The bill as passed by the House and as re- 
ported by the Senate Finance Committee contained provisions 
permitting appraisers in certain cases to apply an estimated 
value for the application of ad valorem rates. 

On Wednesday the Senate debated and rejected the first of 
the floor amendments, a proposal to give independence to the 
Philippine Islands as soon as the constitution should be ratified 
and promulgated. 

Later an amendment designed to obtain early independence 
of the Philippines was also rejected. This amendment would have 
declared the intention of Congress to free the Philippines in the 
immediate future and request the President to call a conference 
of nations to agree to respect that independence. 

An amendment proposing to strike from the bill the pro- 
vision of the existing law (Section 516) that permits manufac- 
turers to protest appraisals and classification of imported goods 
and to intervene to pursue such complaints was rejected by the 
Senate. 


Notes from Corn Borer Conference 

At the annual conference on the European corn borer held 
at Toledo, Ohio, September 25-27 and attended by entomologists, 
regulatory officials, representatives of scientific associations and 
others engaged on the corn borer control problem, many reports 
of interest to the corn grower were presented. The following 
notes are based on field observations and on informal discussions 
during the conference: 

Effect of planting date.—In work on corn borer survival by 
the Purdue Experiment Station, it was found that infestation 
amounted to 3,000 eggs from 100 stalks when corn was planted 
on May 10 and May 20; 800 eggs from 100 stalks on corn planted 
June 1; 84 eggs from 100 stalks on corn planted June 10. 
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Crop damage from borer.—From evidence thus far accumu- 
lated, it is estimated by Federal entomologists that an average 
infestation of one corn borer per stalk is roughly equivalent to 
a 7 per cent reduction in the weight of shelled corn. 

Effect of clean plowing.—Carefully controlled experiments 
on the Toledo farm have demonstrated conclusively the effect of 
clean plowing on the amount of infestation. In this experiment 
two plots, each one acre in extent, were used. In 1928 one-half 
of each acre plot was planted to corn. When the corn was har- 
vested, the half-acre of one plot was turned under completely. 
In the other plot, poor plowing was done that left a part of the 
infested crop residue exposed. The borer population in each 
plot was accurately determined before the crop was cut and the 
stubble plowed. 

In 1929 corn was seeded in the half-acre of each of the plots 
not planted in 1928, and from the date for emergence of the 
corn borer moth up until the flight of moths had entirely ceased, 
cages were set up over each plot. Thus, the half-acre of corn 
under each cage was subject to infestation only from eggs laid 
by moths emerging from the surviving borer population in the 
other half of the experimental plot. The results were as follows: 
1920 infestation resulting from clean plowing of 1928 crop: 

22,770 


08.17% 


1929 infestation resulting from poor plowing of 1928 crop: 
Borers per acre 1928 


Increase of infestation.—The borer survey for 1929 for all 
the infested territory in Michigan, New York, Pennsylvania, 
Ohio, and Indiana shows an average increase of 17 per cent in 
borer population over last year. The survey figures for Ohio 
show a 63 per cent increase in corn borer population over last 
year, comparing all the survey areas but not comparing area by 
area. The largest increase in the Ohio infestation is in the im- 
portant corn areas in western and southwestern parts of the in- 
fested territory. In the eastern third of the infested area of 
Ohio there was a slight decrease as compared to last year. 


Trend of Employment in Canning Industry 

The Bureau of Labor Statistics of the U. S. Department of 
Labor is now including in its monthly reports on trend of em- 
ployment and labor turnover, statistics of the number on pay- 
roll and amount of payroll in canning establishments. The Bu- 
reau’s reports do not cover all canning establishments, but by 
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presenting figures on identical establishments from one month 
to another, the trend of employment in the industry is revealed. 

In its report for July, figures for July and June are given 
for 353 identical establishments. In July these establishments 
had on their payrolls 41,256 persons, as compared with 24,924 
in June, an increase of 65.6 per cent. The weekly payroll of 
these establishments in July was $625,689, as compared with 
$411,916 in June, an increase of 51.9 per cent. 


The August report covered 432 establishments, which in 
August had 63,174 persons on the payroll, as compared with 
43,358 in July, an increase of 45.7 per cent. The weekly payroll 
in August of these 432 establishments was $1,119,858, as com- 
pared with $679,150 in July, an increase of 64.9 per cent. 


The following table gives the number on payroll and amount 
of payroll for these establishments, by geographic divisions, in 


July and August, 1929: 
w 


New England 4,795 $55,707 
Middle Atlantic 0,813 182,784 
East North Ce 8.875 123,220 
West North C 2.579 $6,551 
South Atlantic 2.750 25,530 
East South 4,082 
West South Central 462 ° 2,058 
Mountain A 2,008 38,550 

31,004 320,146 650,176 


All divisions 43.958) 679,150 1,119,858 


Notes from Government Truck Crop Reports 

Fall tomatoes in California.—The northern sections of the 
state report the crop as very irregular in set, according to the 
September 20th statement of the Agricultural Statistician. This 
condition does not exist on the whole acreage, but is spotted 
through the district, and appears on cannery acreage as well. 
Yields of shipping and canning tomatoes will undoubtedly be re- 
duced. The southern counties report excellent prospects for 
crops, although sunburning and drying out has caused some loss. 

Fall tomatoes in Texas.—The preliminary estimate for 
southern Texas is about 2,225 acres, compared with 860 last sea- 
son, 

Tomatoes in Utah.—Harvest has progressed generally under 
favorable conditions, with yields of canning tomatoes averaging 
— a ton per acre under the average for 1928, which was 

Intended truck plantings in Florida.—The acreage planted 
or intended to be planted in fall tomatoes in Florida this year is 
1,800 acres, as compared with 4,000 in 1928; string beans, 9,450 
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acres as compared with 4,400; cabbage, 3,000 acres as compared 
with 6,500; and cucumbers, 975 acres as compared with 980 last 
year. 

Tomatoes in Colorado.—An average yield of about 11 or 12 
tons per acre was in prospect until the freeze of September 8, at 
which time much of the unharvested crop in northern Colorado 
was nearly ruined. Canners report that the tonnage of tomatoes 
delivered to factories this year was only large enough to cover 
40 to 50 per cent of their contracts. 


Lima beans.—The crop in Sussex County, Delaware, which 
has probably more than half the acreage of canning limas in the 
Delaware, Maryland and Virginia section, is larger than last 
season, and yields are expected to be slightly higher. The crop in 
Maryland shows some increase in acreage, but yields will not 
exceed those of a year ago. 

Snap beans.—The snap bean crop in both Maryland and 
Delaware has been somewhat spotted. Yields have averaged 
around 1.4 tons per acre, or slightly below the estimated yields 
for the past two years. Maryland production will exceed last 
year’s on account of the increased acreage. 


Sweet corn.—Prospective yields in Maryland and Delaware 
were cut nearly in half by lack of moisture. For the states asa 
whole the average yield per acre will be around 50 per cent of a 
normal or full yield. Owing to increased acreage production 
will exceed the short crop of last season. 

Tomatoes in Delaware and Maryland.—Canners experienced 
very favorable weather for canning in September. As a whole 
much better yields are being obtained than last year. Quality 
of the tomatoes is good, many canners and growers reporting 
the best quality in years. 


British Columbia Salmon Pack to September 21 

The British Columbia salmon pack up to September 21 to- 
taled 940,362 cases, according to the American consul at Van- 
couver. The pack during the corresponding period last year was 
1,414,259 cases. The pack of pinks to date has been 421,026, as 
compared with 758,166 last year. The chum pack has been only 
86,965 cases, as compared with 320,794 last year. 


Report Issued on Prison Industries 

Solution of the problem of marketing prison-made goods, 
the output of which will increase as more prisoners are put to 
work and prison industries become more efficient, would seem 
to be the elimination, in one way or another, of the direct price 
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competition of prison products with so-called free products. 
This is the opinion of the majority members of the advisory 
committee on prison industries, which cooperated with the De- 
partment of Commerce in making a study of the prison industry 
problem. The report of the Department, made public October 
7, is a statement of pertinent information and facts, without 
taking sides in the various arguments regarding the conduct of 
prison industries. 


The report refers to the universal belief that prisoners 
should be usefully occupied, whether as a part of their punish- 
ment or as a means of rehabilitation by teaching them habits of 
industry, and cites the fact that nearly every state has projects 
either under way or in contemplation for increasing its facilities 
for providing productive work for its prisoners. 


Only two methods have been proposed, the committee states, 
for the elimination of direct price competition between prison 
and free products. “First, by identifying the prison products so 
that prices quoted on them would not directly affect market 
prices generally on similar goods. Differentiation obvious to the 
buyer would make it possible to sell similar goods even in the 
same retail store with different prices for the prison products 
and the ‘free’ made products. Second, by removing prison prod- 
ucts entirely from the open markets.” 


The Committee states that the problem is essentially a state 
problem because most of the output comes from state prisons, 
and there is little that the Federal government can do beyond 


upholding the states in the efforts which they make toward solu- 
tion. 


The following states have on their statute books laws re- 
quiring that convict-made goods, when offered for sale on the 
public markets, shall be distinctly marked in words to the effect 
that such goods are convict made: California, Colorado, Indiana, 
Louisiana (brooms), Kentucky, Maine, Montana, Nebraska (bin- 
der twine), New Jersey, New York, Ohio, Oklahoma, Oregon, 
Pennsylvania, Wisconsin, and Washington. The following states 
have on their statute books laws requiring that any persons of- 
fering convict-made goods for sale on the public markets shall 
take out a license for such sale: Colorado, Indiana, New York, 
and Pennsylvania. 


The following figures show the extent to which the canning 
industry is conducted in State prisons, so far as this is revealed 
by the statistics: 
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Number of Methods of Market into 
inmates eH of which goods 
employed production are sold 


Colorad Through brokers 
District cone (a) State use 
Massachusetts State use 
9 General market 
2 St State use 
Pennsylvania State use 


(a) Not reported. (b) Part time. 
Copies of the report “Prison Industries” can be obtained 
from the Government Printing Office, Washington, for 20 cents 
each. 


Congress last January enacted a law which divests prison- 
made goods of their interstate character and makes them subject 
to the laws of the state or territory into which they are trans- 
ported and remain for sale, except goods produced in Federal 
penal and correctional institutions for use by the Federal Gov- 
ernment. This law does not go into effect until five years after 
its adoption, which will be January 19, 1934. 


State 


Canned Fruit and Vegetable Output in Nova Scotia 

The best reliable trade estimate of the output of the canned 
fruit and vegetable industry of Nova Scotia during the present 
season, according to the American vice consul at Halifax, is as 
follows: Blueberries, 2,000 cases; strawberries, 1,000 cases; 
pumpkin pie filling, 1,000 cases; pears, 600 cases; string beans, 
6,000 cases; baked beans, 5,000 cases. With the exception of 
baked beans, which are packed in 20-ounce tins, the products are 
packed in No. 2's. 


Educational Use of Motion Pictures Studied 

The Motion Picture Division of the Bureau of Foreign and 
Domestic Commerce is conducting, in cooperation with the United 
States Bureau of Education, a survey of the use of motion pic- 
tures in schools. Questionnaires have been sent to about 25,000 
schools of different types in all parts of the country, including 
public schools and parochial and other private schools. It is 
planned also to send out some 15,000 additional questionnaires 
to large organizations throughout the country, such as chambers 
of commerce, federated clubs, and civic organizations, to obtain 
related information on their use of educational films. 

The purpose of the questionnaire is (1) to assist the exhibi- 
tor representing the school or outside organization, and (2) to 
aid the producer and distributor. It will be a matter of several 
months before the results are tabulated and ready for release. 
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